An unusual complication following rhytidectomy: iatrogenic parotid injury resulting in parotid fistula/sialocele.
Rhytidectomy is a common surgical procedure performed by today's aesthetic surgeons. Newer trends and techniques leading to deeper and more aggressive dissection have placed the parotid gland at increased risk for injury during this procedure. Despite there being a relative abundance of literature on traumatic parotid injury, there is a relative paucity of information on iatrogenic parotid injury after rhytidectomy. In addition, there is no consensus on management of these complications. In this article, the authors discuss 3 case reports, review the relevant literature, and propose a treatment algorithm. Early diagnosis and appropriate treatment are essential to properly manage this complication.